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Regulation 26 – Offshore Yachts 
Requirements for Classes of Yachts meeting the definition of Offshore Yachts  

 
Submission from the Chairman of the Offshore Committee 

Proposal: 
To Amend Regulation 26 by adding an additional sub regulation: 
26.2.2 (a)  The Class Association shall supply details of at least five yachts 

available for full measurement including a full class (one design) 
class measurement for each yacht. 

(b) (i)  Class rules shall include at least rig, sail, propeller installation 
and free brand class limit dimensions in accordance with 
standard (offshore) measurement methods. 

(ii) Class requirements for condition of yacht flotation 
measurement. 

(iii)Pro-forma Class Certificate of class compliance. 
(c) The Class shall arrange for the measurement of hulls of yachts to 

establish a  standard offset file (or provide the same).  Where 
there is more than one  builder at least one hull of each builder 
should be measured. 

(d) Except where the class rules specify a minimum weight, the 
flotation and trim  of yachts in class measurement should be 
checked and the class rule should  specify flotation dimensions 
for free boards. 

(e) Class rules should make suitable statements of the condition of 
yachts at  measurement including tankage, stowage of gear etc. 
to bring them in line  with requirements for standard (offshore) 
measurement procedures.   Class  rules shall give the limits of 
flotation. 

(f) Class rules shall provide measurement procedures to adequately 
control: 
(i)  Hull, deck, keel and rudder shape; 
(ii) Hull, deck, keel and rudder weights and the location of the 

centre of gravity of the completed yacht; 
(iii)The rig dimensions and the weight and centre of gravity of the 

completed mast and rigging; 
(iv)The standardisation of other types such as engine and 

propeller installation and all items that may affect ratings under 
International or Recognised Rating Systems. 

(g) Weight: 
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(i)  Where the class rules provide for a minimum weight they 
should also require that all yachts be delivered within a [to be 
agreed] percentage tolerance of such weight. 

(h) The class shall also provide (The Special Regulation Sub-
Committee of the  Offshore Committee) ISAF with sufficient 
information for (1) to be able to satisfy themselves that yachts will 
meet ISAF’s basic offshore safety standards and criteria. 

 

Reasons: 
1. For the majority of ISAF classes the approval of the class is designed to help the 

development of the class as a whole, and assist the (owners) class association. 
 With larger boats ISAF approval of a class is a significant and substantial 

commercial benefit to the manufacturers of those yachts.   In granting class status 
therefore, ISAF must accept some responsibility for ensuring that yachts do 
comply with the design concepts of that class.   This is particular important for 
future owners of second hand yachts so they do not buy boats perceiving them to 
be of one type then finding that they are substantially different.   Weight is 
particularly critical in this issue and the flotation tests are intended to ensure some 
consistency.   Weight tolerances in classes like the FARR40 and the MUMM30 
are very tight and this has been of considerable benefit to the owners of these 
yachts. 

2. Both international and recognised rating systems (IMS ORC Club and IRC) are 
looking to assist manufacturers by granting standard rating certificates for yachts 
within particular classes, so that when the buyers are not racing against yachts of 
the same class i.e. effectively in a one design fleet, they are confident that they 
will still all be rated the same.   To ensure that this is possible some minimum 
measurement requirements are essential. 

3. It is essential that all yachts intended to go offshore meet ISAF minimum safety 
standards, and again an ISAF endorsement of what it is clearly intended to be an 
offshore boat should be subject to ensuring that the specification for the class of 
yacht in question does comply with these standards. 


